
 
hings To Do In Nashville Tennessee…… 
 When you hear the name "Nashville," do you think "country music?" If so, you're missing 

out on all the other aspects of this growing metropolitan area. Although music is a way of 

life here ï there are even live bands at the airport! ï Nashville has much more to offer. The 

"Athens of the South" boasts almost 20 colleges and universities and attractions such as the Grand 

Ole Opry and beautiful parks bring visitors from all over. 

 

Nashville claims to have been a city of music from the very beginning. In 1779-1780, a settlement 

began in an area that would be called "Nashborough" after Revolutionary war hero General Francis 

Nash. Amongst the early settlers was Davy Crockett, who entertained with stories and the fiddle. In 

1784, the name changed to Nashville, as the French "ville" replaced the British "borough," probably 

as a gesture of thanks to France for their help in the American Revolution. In the 1920s, the Grand 

Ole Opry had its first show, and the nickname "Music City" was born.  

 

Nashville is known for its music, so naturally, entertainment revolves around it. Live music of all 

genres can be heard in clubs, bars, hotels and other various locations throughout the city pretty much 

every night of the week. The District and Music Valley are the two main locales for nightlife, with the 

District being more animated and Music Valley more family-friendly (and the location of the Grand Ole 

Opry). If live music isn't your type of thing, check out one of the dance clubs, sports bars, 

coffeehouses, dinner theaters or comedy clubs that populate the area. For high culture, there's the 

Nashville Symphony Orchestra, Nashville Ballet, Nashville Opera and Tennessee Performing Arts 

Center to visit as well.  

 

 

Attractions and Activities 

1. Ryman Auditorium and Museum  - 116 5th Ave N, Nashville, TN 37219- Constructed 

in 1892, the now-restored Ryman Auditorium was 

home to the Grand Ole Opry from 1943-1974. Today, 

it hosts performers from every genre imaginable. 

Indeed, the list of past performers reads like a history 

of American popular culture: Bob Dylan, Neil Young, 

Isadora Duncan, Harry Connick Jr., Booker T. 

Washington, Neil Diamond, Nelly Furtado, New York 

Philharmonic Orchestra, Harpo Marx, Patsy Cline, the 

Indigo Girls, Erykah Badu, and Dolly Parton have all 

graced the stage. The Opry still offers shows on 

occasion, too. A self-guided tour is a must for any music lover!   

 

T 



 
 

2. Grand Ole Opry  -2804 Opryland Dr, Nashville, TN 37214 - HOW-DEE! All you need to do is 

open your door and you are there. And if you're a 

country music fan, you have just found heaven. 

Watch history in the making as you enjoy the nations 

longest running radio program, "The Grand Ole Opry." 

See some of country music's up-and-coming stars 

perform nightly. You might get a surprise as well, as 

some of country music's greats pop in and out without 

being scheduled ahead of time. If you have the 

chance, visit the museum located in the Opry Plaza. 

Here, you'll find several interactive exhibits that detail 

the Opry's 70-plus year history, from the incomparable Minnie Pearl to mega-superstar Garth 

Brooks. In addition to regular Fri-Sat night shows, the Opry offers Tuesday night shows from Apr-

Dec.  

 

3. Belle Meade Plantation  - 5025 Harding Rd, Nashville, TN 37205 - This elegant 

antebellum mansion rests on 30 acres of land just 

south of Nashville and its columns still bear bullet 

scars from the Civil War. In earlier days, Belle 

Meade was one of North America's largest 

thoroughbred breeding farms. The plantation includes 

eight listed buildings, including the original dwelling, 

Dunham Station's cabin, which dates from 1790. The 

Victorian-style manor home, completed in 1853, is now 

a museum dedicated to preserving the Harding 

family's rich legacy. Every year, Belle Meade hosts the 

Iroquois Steeplechase. 

 

 

4. Country Music Hall of Fame  - 222 5th Ave S, Nashville, TN 37203 -Come here to 

examine the roots of country music and see how it all 

began. Find out who the real pioneers of country music 

were. If you're a country music trivia buff, you'll get your 

fill here. Stroll the walk path and see where greats like 

Dolly Parton and Elvis Presley got their starts ï the 

famed RCA Studio B. The permanent exhibit traces the 



 
history of country music from its very beginnings, with memorabilia, audio and video clips, 

interactive displays, and finally, the Hall of Fame Rotunda. Special exhibits focus on different 

people, styles, or periods of history. Gift shop and restaurant onsite.  

5. Cheekwood Botanical Garden and Museum of Art  - 1200 Forrest Park Dr, 

Nashville, TN 37205 - Visit the Georgian-style museum 

which features national traveling exhibitions, ranging 

from Early American to European decorative art. 

Highlights include collections of Worcester Porcelain 

and original paintings from the innovative "Ashcan 

School." After touring the museum, stroll the grounds 

and take in the estate's beautifully landscaped gardens. 

Enjoy outdoor activities during the summer months, 

such as listening to live music or just taking in the 

beauty of the gardens. Cheekwood's dining area and 

gift shop accept credit cards.  

 

6. Hermitage  - 4580 Rachel's Ln, Hermitage, TN 37076-1331 - Home of Old Hickory (President 

Andrew Jackson), the Greek Revival-style Hermitage 

offers a glimpse of plantation life in the 19th century. A 

visit will include a film, museum displays, a tour of the 

mansion and even a trip to Jackson's tomb. The main 

tour is complemented by changing special exhibits. 

There is a restaurant and store as well. 

 

 

 

7. Parthenon in Centennial Park  - 2600 West End Ave, Nashville, TN 37203 -  The 

Parthenon and the statue of Athena in Centennial Park 

are full-size replicas of the originals in Athens, Greece. 

Constructed in 1897 for the city's Centennial 

Exposition, Nashville's building also functions as the 

city's art museum, complete with a permanent 

collection and changing exhibits. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

8. Nashville Zoo at Grassmere  - 3777 Nolensville Rd, Nashville, TN 37211- Known as 

Grassmere, the zoo is found in a heavily traveled section 

of Nashville, yet the serene park seems as if it is in the 

middle of nowhere. Since it first opened in 1990, the zoo 

has collected an impressive variety of animals from 

around the world, including African elephants, meerkats, 

bongos and other antelopes, river otters, cheetahs, and 

a wide variety of birds and reptiles. The zoo also boasts 

the largest volunteer-constructed playground in the world 

ï 66,000 square feet of kid-centered fun complete with a 

30-foot tree house, tunnels and slides, a koi pond, a 

waterfall, and water play areas.  

 

9. Belmont Mansion  - 1900 Belmont Blvd, Belmont University, Nashville, TN 37212 -When 

Adelia Acklen built this beautiful Italian-style villa in the 

1850s; she assured herself a place in Nashville 

history. Located on the campus of Belmont University, 

the home boasts a splendid Grand Salon, which many 

historians consider a masterpiece of antebellum 

architecture. The home is decorated with myriad 

antiques, chandeliers, mirrors, original furnishings, 

and sculptures. After you visit the mansion, take a 

leisurely stroll around the impressive grounds of the 

university. 

 

 

10. General Jackson Showboat  - 812 Opryland Dr, Nashville, TN 37214 - This 300-foot long 

paddlewheel vessel ushers guests back to the 

heyday of Mark Twain, Cumberland parties, and 

riverboat gambling. Evening cruises feature live 

entertainment ranging from country music concerts 

to Broadway-like performances. Midday cruises 

include family-style Southern meals and seated 

prime rib dinners are highlights of evening cruises.  



 
 

 

 

 

Restaurants 

1. Park Cafe  - 4403 Murphy Rd, Nashville, TN 37209 - This fun bistro is a favorite of both locals 

and visitors. Diners enjoy mains such as baked pasta rounds, duck breast lacquered with 

pomegranate and honey, and jumbo scallops with pasta-stuffed zucchini. The wine list serves to 

complement the International menu, while the colorful paintings on the walls create a cheery 

atmosphere.   

2. Restaurant Zola  - 3001 West End Ave, Nashville, TN 37203 -   Winning almost every local 

newspaper award for dining, this restaurant expertly blends Mediterranean flavors to create 

unique dishes. Perfect for an intimate dinner with just a few people, Zola's interior features 

Mediterranean art and decor with the largest indoor mural in Nashville. The fresh seafood and 

high-quality meats are the main-stays of the menu, but there are specific dishes for vegetarians 

as well. 

3. F. Scott's Restaurant and Jazz Bar  - 2210 Crestmoor Rd, Nashville, TN 37215 - Fine 

American dining in a charming bistro atmosphere. Enjoy live jazz in the bar while waiting for your 

table or after dinner ï be sure to take advantage of the award-winning wine list! In the tastefully 

decorated dining room you may choose to dine on such delicacies as Seared Scallops with 

Sweet Potato and Fig Purée or Panko Fried Chicken with Braised Greens.  

4. Germantown Cafe  - 1200 N 5th Ave, Ste 100, Nashville, TN 37208 - The sleek interior of 

Germantown Cafe features dark walls, blond wood and tall windows that display Nashville's 

downtown to the eclectic mix of diners. Southern cuisine is at its finest with dishes like New 

Orleans shrimp and crab cakes. Though the cafe makes a great place for a dinner date, also try 

the brunch on Sundays!  

5. Capitol Grille  - 231 6th Ave N, Hermitage Hotel, Nashville, TN 37219 - Serving American-

Continental cuisine, the dark-paneled Capitol Grille is located on the lower level of the Hermitage 

Hotel. This downtown restaurant is a favorite among professionals and locals for business 

lunches and pre-theater. Breakfast is also a favorite, with offerings such as the Eggs Benedict 

"Commander Style;" The Nashvillian with two eggs, ham, grits, and biscuits and gravy; and the 

Steak and Eggs. Lunch features sandwiches such as the "Rocky Mountain" Bison Brisket BBQ 

and entrees like the Roasted Ashley Farms Organic Chicken. Dinner entrees include Sous Vide 

Bell and Evans Chicken, Ocean Trout, and Prime Strip Loin. 



 
6. Sunset Grill  - 2001 Belcourt Ave, Nashville, TN 37212 - This award-winning restaurant 

enjoys a fine reputation among Nashville's more discriminating locals and tourists. Trendy Sunset 

Grill offers a casually elegant atmosphere highlighted by the artwork of Paul Harmon. The 

restaurant's innovative head chef serves an ever-changing menu of steak, pasta and vegetarian 

dishes. Be sure to start your meal off with one of their excellent seafood appetizers ï the 

scallops are a must! Great wine list with over 50 served by-the-glass. By the way, keep your eyes 

peeled for your favorite country singer, because Sunset Grill is pretty high on their lists too.  

7. Bound'ry  - 911 20th Ave S, Nashville, TN 37212 -   Due to its close proximity to Vanderbilt 

University, this contemporary restaurant enjoys the patronage of everybody from students and 

faculty to local business types and socialites. The international menu features such delicious 

entrées as lobster flapjacks, ostrich, yucca empanada and Cajun veal chops. The wine and beer 

lists reflect the eclecticism of the menu, both offering selections from around the world. In the 

warmer months, al fresco dining is available. Keep in mind, this place tends to get packed quickly, 

especially on the weekends. 

8. Margot Cafe and Bar  - 1017 Woodland St, Nashville, TN 37206 -  At this popular upscale 

eatery, diners enjoy seasonally-changing fare with French and Italian influences, such as pan-

roasted halibut, fennel-ubbed poussin, and spaghetti bolognese. The cozy brick-walled dining 

room creates the perfect setting for a quiet, romantic dinner out. The Sunday brunch also offers to 

patrons a unique menu with varied dishes like smoked trout with crispy potato cake and French 

toast croissants with powdered sugar and warm syrup. 

9. Watermark  - 507 12th Ave S, Nashville, TN 37203 - Watermark's upscale, contemporary feel 

is heightened by colorful modern art and great views of the Nashville downtown. The menu 

reflects the modern city feel without being overly creative. For example, traditional Southern fare 

like crawfish, cornbread and grits are paired with meats like veal, pork tenderloin and grouper, 

resulting in stylish yet tasteful main courses. 

10. Stock -Yard Steakhouse - 901 2nd Ave N Nashville, TN 37201 -The Stock-Yard 

restaurant is recognized as one of the top ten steak houses in the United States.  Be sure to stop 

by and see their lobby vault display of the oldest bottle of wine (circa 1776) known in the United 

States. Every inch of the Stock-Yard Restaurant has its own colorful history. 

      We look forward to seeing all of you March 9th and 10th at the Grand Ole Opry 

in Nashville, Tennessee! 


